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Geneticists collect DNA samples. The Census Bureau collects demographic data.
Philatelists collect postage stamps. Linguists collect words. Contrary to popular
opinion, the discipline of linguistics involves considerably more than upside-down
‘e’s and odd-looking ‘a’s. In actuality, the scope of the linguist may include physiol-
ogy, literary criticism, history, evolutionary biology, and ethnography. It is the
latter  method  that  Thomas  Clark  employed  to  gather  the  20,000  entries  of
gambling-related  lingo.  Through interviews  and participant-observation,  Clark
and colleague Thomas Martinet, who is a boxman in the craps pit at a club in Las
Vegas, compiled a sizeable list of “insider” gambling terms. Of the 20,000 entries,
Clark estimates that 10% are words or phrases associated with cheating. Selected
terms and definitions, taken from the lexicon of dice and card games, are listed
below. It should be noted, however, that the entries below were gleaned from
research conducted between 1978 and 1986. Jargon is dynamic, and it is entirely
possible that some items have either fallen out of popular usage or have been
replaced  with  newer  terms.  For  general  readers,  the  collection  provides  an
entertaining look into the secret world of the corrupt gambler. To linguists, it
provides an opportunity to study the transmission of language and identity in a
closely-knit subculture to which few are privy.

Source: Clark, T.L. (1986). Cheating terms in cards and dice. American Speech,
61(1), 3-32.
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